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Would Make Laboratories of

Penologist Thinks Such Institu-
tions Can Be Made Sources
of Benefit to the State.

“ HE prison should be made a '.ar-|
I oratory’
“A 1 yratory |

“Yes—a laboratory
solved—prohler of indust
labor, public effici

“Pooh, P

There & I pereons who
would untt iR just that
language i fdenlists
who are not only dreaming cginning
to balieve that an affirm ANSWar may
be given to that que "he latter act
ually think the tim ne when n
will be moré anx 8 into it
tentiary than Lo o g he
comfort and exce )
found there That this dange s not so
fanciful as it appea T ¥ i n
stration. Tramps are sucl verbial fre
quenters of Worknous« r # )
wark- count ails, In the w £
son, t t #t has hecame a subject
for jokes in the “'funny caol

1 f ar nt f &
Milwa
SRR i
= 1 1 -
E i a
i 1er AT
f 1 a
gt L
ed id t
4 t committed any
f he 0 MiE ed
iched a 1 A
digarse of f
M ppid he ave 1 dorie enouch tn
be artestsa?”

It appeRged that he had, and ultimatel)
he founft Nimseif the waorkhoure, whes
conditions

There are
Eram a
few pers

fstic pen
ticer attac

e day penal In
ptitutic e transformed Into social
laboratories

One of the parsons who must be indoc-
the new i{dea is the sheriil

riff is not ne artly bad, bhut so

long as he has been placed in that office

in return for political work and Is « N -

sated by fees and recelves a Silate r

ance for feeding the ing es pethaps he can | plecs & gond enough for
not be expected to advan rapidiy in tha|m the yrest—that's easy
field of progressive pennlogy. It is the nat- depends on what vou get. 1

wke allowances from
as possible toward

ure of scme men 1o 1
yublic funds as far
their own pockets, especially when the per-

ED

almost
s that personal interest

has become

ched does not always ac-

in the dutle
1 to a political plum. There

company

aTe a Ereat ms sheriffs in the United
Btates, and that some of the eonditions
which Pickwick found the Fleet could

ted recently in the
in Alahama
located

times recelves In

be duplicated was {llus
4ail in a large Industri
In the county in which
it Is sald the she
fecs in the course of a year a sum equal 1o
the salary of the President of the United

cit
the city Is

rift some
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AN INDIGNANT INSPECTOR.

rertaln St

On a 1da
of prisons visited the jail
were ahbout to down
meal. He tasted the food which T
prepared. It Was that he imme-
diately called up the sheriff on the tele-
ghone. That official was informed that he
would have to improve conditions before he
sat down to his own Sunday dinner. Ime-
provements began imr jately and the
ccok found himeelf without a job

History does not reiate whether that cook
Stagg Whitin,
onal Commit-
in his recent

Eit

d been

=0 viie

was ke the one of whom E
general secretary of the N
tee on Prison Labor, tells
book, “Penal Servitude.”

Mr. Whitin had bheen vislting a
and was on his way back to the neighbor-
ing town in a somewhat rickety convey-
ance belonging to the institution. An in-
dividual who was standing at the slde of
the road called out:

“Hello there, boss! Can I ride S#town
with you?"

Without walting for an Invitation bevond
the voluntary reining In of the horges by
the driver he climbec In and took a seat

sGreat Institution that,” he remarked

swinging his hand around in a clrele which
covered the jength and breadth of the
grison. *“I'm an institution man myself. 1
can tell you more about institutions than
would fill & book. Experience—why T've
worked in no end of institulons 1w
worked In five states, I'm a wise one, If
| you're Jooking for one of that kind. Well,
§f you know your biz, I know mine, so
there's & go.* Thus he pattered on untll
' Mr. Whitin reached his hotel. The man,
still without invitation, followed him to his
roam.

“Now we're all alone, I'll talk on the
javel” sald the loquactous and audacious
one, as soon as they got inside ths door.
“You're a practical man, and business is
business. I want & job, and want it bad
What I want is & penal job. Now, I don't
want to make much, and will put you in
right. My job is cook, and I buy the stulff.
Now, say you get the institution to pay 5
oals & day keep. 1 can feed ‘em for 10,

prison

1 did that when I

Island. But maybe
you ¢an d business You
have to aka a decent profit.

allve on 4—just alive
1"t think 1 can do |t,

» 1 know the hig grocers—
with me., We arrange it 21
n't have to do anything tut !
the bills " |

they
| right. You 4
0 K
| There was dissent from this proposition.
| *You n't 0. K. tha bllls! Well,
| vou are a green You sgee, vou 0, K.
the bills for the whole 25 cents a day—that's

wou

ons!

easy. They co t get at you for that.
The goods coma to me, and 1 0. K. 'em as
jall right—and they are et. Who's to tell

what they are?”
Mr. Whitin was curious as to where the
rake-off came In

"The rake-off—you don't ses where (it
comes In? You are a green one, for sure
It's as certain as day and legal. Why,
the Supreme Court couldn’t bust jr. W

them goods the grocer sells to me for
| just to make it good—they're mine
| *em back to them, and they gells 'em to the
folks at the {nstitution, you know. You
buys the stuff, all right. They pave me
for the goonds selling the differance
"twixt what you're paving and what they
oughter cost. At the end of the month [
| settles up with you got
1 don't make good you fira me. 1 geta my
salary and a few pickings. jolly the guys
in the kitchen and whisties for my
And vou? Well, vou'ra the swell guy. You
looks fine an® swears it's all stralght goods
—s0 it I8, damned if the law can touch It,
You tell the folks 1t's on the level. So it is.

1 sells

I'm

You've me, It

but the level slides your way.”
' As Mr. Whitin was not seeking a contract
to feed the convicts at 35 cents per capita

]
| per diem, the who wanted to

In a question of "honest graft” is stiii
Mr. Whitin's “dolng

ook

oni sOme-

| MERELY A “PIPE DREAM.*

|
|

It is not In the composition of a sheriff
|or a cook who is making something “‘out
|of"" the prisoners in this manner to look

| upon such a vision as that of the idealistic
| penologist as more than a ‘pipe dream."”

Then
oficials, the contractors and the taxpayers,
who look upon prison labor as an asset to
the state. To them, also, ""business s busi-
ness.'”” A convict Is only
capable of producing so much manufactured
product. The contract system has been de-
scribed an a kind of slavery a lttle worse
than negro slavery, for negroes were prop-
erty whose physical welare was of some
importance to the owner, but convicts are
no oné's property, and there is a constant |

cumb. Indeed, If there is not a sufficlent
number of criminala to fuifill the terms of

[coryRIGHT BY

living.

heip !

there are to be converted the suter

& mechanism |

supply to take the places of those who suc- |

the contracts ‘u:go highways gnd hedges
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Prisons and Solve Civic Problems

Fortable
gtecl
leepin
Ca-gi:a g or
Convicts
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are sometimes ransacked to meet the de-
Maryland i ons of the numerous lutu[
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1n.wh|ch a manufacturer who wants to ob- | institutions is the House of Carrectlon, at
tain labor of the prison type can hire 13| Jessup, a short distance from Baltimore,
from the authorities. Among Maryland's on the Baltimore & Ohlo Railroad, Accord-, Prison Committee is of interest:

.
Convict
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The Reformatory Jide of
Prisen Life.
TEACHING YOUNG CONVICTS THE
RUDIMENTS OF LDUCATION AT TRENTON.
|
| = are sent to this insti X
! ver the state for tarms up to ted
| ye t gh the average (s probably
I near t ¢ months. BEoth sexes ars
! taken 1 there At Brass
f | .
rs
an
2 t ig; In the counties the justices
cominit all their short-tarm people to 1ne
institutl From the counties come the
yvoung bhays. The form of commit n
! T ases faulty. and it se
tad thiat habeas corpus pr 1=
" wild release a large number of fueh
consy g. Where the convict can pay 1h#
¥ release 1s poss t
would procure fail d¢-
ry legal aid for the <ol-
vict many convicts are gullty of
he cf v which they are incarceraied
t {3 Imposzible to tell. . They all claim 2
I innocent, hut a ve large proportion.
probably two-thirds, are committed for
: vagrancy, traln riding and trespass The
— legal form of commitment of the rallroad
l cases statea that the man Is gull'y of & i
a dozen acts in connection with th
A Contre-ct Shirt Factory in a. %6 many, it would seem, to have beef
Wamen's Reformatory Priason. aceomplished by any one man—but the
(copvRIGHT BY BROWN BROS.) { Is printed and ready for any emef-
Eency The blanks smtate that tha sonviet
has walved trial by jury and other legal

Soeveral justices have charge

te ities

Pt A of thess rallroad cases. The Governor is
i ’ e fhetals of the .14 1o pardon eonvicts of this class upoR
National T ( I'r 1 Lat n | protest by any reprtable citizen, and it 18
Governor of the stnte has been Enown to | understoed that he does not Investigate the
direct the justices to send merits of the cases’”

viets an possible to the House < There were at the time a number of boys
tlon becnuse of the need of keeping good of twelve and thirteen years of age in the
faith with the contracto who are supe- it lon.

osed to have at th 1 a certatn| On the commitment blank for raiiroad

different so-called crimes

agss among the

£ lat Some Inguisitive F""'Il
to from what they have | mentioned were walking on the track,
observed In conpectlon with the commit- | loltering. riding in box cars, bodrding
ments to this Institution that this order oe- tralns and riding on the trucks. For aught
caslonally results, whether intended to ‘lnj!':w commitment indicated. nothing having

B0 or not, in the use of & dragnet when the | been crossed out, some of those =ent to the
supply of labor {s below the requirements. | House of Correction might have béen guilty .
OWIsg 1o the convenlence of the Beltimore|of tramping the ties, loitering, jumping
& Ohlo Raflroad as a highway between | trains and occupying accommudations on
Washington and Baltimore, especially r--rjlurch!:\g car trucks simuitaneously.

those persons who are without the means The taxpayer, perhaps, asks why prison
of paving for a ticket, this route between | jahor should not be sold to the highest bid-
the natlonal capital and the Monument|der. “Is it not better,” he thinks, *‘to have =
City is in high favor among travellers of | men busy than idle, and are they not help-
that class. Walking the tles, or riding on|ing to pay for thelr keep? These men
the trucks, however, is trespassing. Bear-!cost enough when théy were free, and we
ing this In mind the following from the re- | ought not to be obliged to pay for them
port of the representatives of the National

Continued on seventh page



